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Iñupiaq, common, and species names of animals and plants   

Iñupiaq name Alternate name Common name Species name 
  Harbor porpoise Phocoena phocoena 
Aabluq Aablu Killer whale Orcinus orca 
Aahaaliq  Oldsquaw duck Clangula hyemalis 
Aanaruie suliuqpa  Savannah sparrow Passerculus 

sandwichensis 
Abvibluaq  Gray whale Eschrichtius robustus 
Abviq  Bowhead whale Balaena mysticetus 
Aiviq (adult) Isavgaq (young) Pacific walrus Odobenus rosmarus 

rosmarus 
Akjaq  Brown bear, grizzly 

bear 
Ursus arctos  

Aluutaq  Shoveler duck Anas clypeata 
Amabuq  Amaguq Wolf Canis lupus 
Amauligruaq  Common eider Somateria mollissima 
Amautligaq   Snow bunting  Plecrophenax nivalis  
Aqargiq Aqalgiq Willow ptarmigan  Lagopus lagopus 
Aqpaq Crowbill Common murre Uria aalge 
Aqpik   Cloudberry Rubus chamaemorus 
Asiaq Paunbaq Crow or blackberry Empetrum nigrum 
Avieeaq  Tundra vole  Microtus operarius 
Avieeaq  Bog lemming Synaptomys borealis 
Aviffaq  Brown lemming  Lemmus 

trimucronatus 
Igniqauqtuq  Steller’s eider Polysticta stelleri 
Ijhuabniq  Rainbow smelt Osmerus dentex 
Ikjibvik  Fox sparrow Passerella iliaca 
Iksriktaayuuq  Spotted sandpiper  Actitis macularia 
Imnaiq Ipnaiq Dall sheep Ovis dalli dalli 
Iqalugruaq  Qalugruaq Pacific salmon  Oncorhynchus sp.   
Iqalukpik 
(qalukpik) 

Aqalukpik Dolly Varden (trout) Salvelinus malma 

Iqsrabutilik  Canada goose Branta canadensis 
Isunngaq Isuffaq Long tailed jaeger Stercorarius 

longicaudus 
Itibiaq Tibiaq Short-tailed weasel  Mustela erminea 
Ivixuq (uvixu) Kiirauraq Clam (shellfish)  
Ivugasrugruk  Mallard duck Anas platyrhynchos 
Kanayuq   Fourhorn sculpin Oncocottus 

quadricornis 
Kavlaq Tinnik Bearberry Arctostaphylos sp.  
Kavviaq Kayuqtuq Red fox Vulpes vulpes 
Kigiyuk Niblivaixuk White front goose Anser albifrons 
Kikmieeaq Kipmifnaq  Low-bush cranberry Vaccinium vitis-idaea 



Kirgavik  Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus 
Kirgavik  Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
Kurugaq Ivugaq Pintail duck Anas acuta 
Kuukuiaq Kuukpiaq Common snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Livilivillakpak  Semipalmated 

sandpiper  
Ereonetus pusillus 

Livilivillauraq  Least sandpiper Erolia minutilla 
Malbi Malgi Arctic loon Gavia arctica pacifica 
Masu (masuqutaq) Masru Eskimo potato Hedysarum alpinum 
Mitqutaiiaq  Mitqutaixaq Arctic tern Sterna paradisaea  
Nanuq Nanuuq Polar bear Ursus maritimus 
Nataabnaq   Flounder (flat fish)  
Nauqavasrugruk Nauyavasrugruk Glaucous gull  Larus hyperboreus  
Nauyatchiaq  Herring gull Larus argentatus 
Nauyatchiq Nauyatchiaq Mew gull Larus canus 
Niaquqtuabruk  Hawk owl Surnia ulula 
Niblinbaq Niblibnaq Black brant Branta nigricans 
Nipaixuktaq  Short eared owl Asio flammeus 
Nufaktuabruk  White-crowned 

sparrow 
Zenotrichia 
leucophrys 

Papiktuuq Paisugruk Northern harrier Circus cyaneus 
Putuguqsiuyuk  Shrimp (undefined)  
Putukiituk 
qupatuk  

Putukiijuk 
qupajuk  

Lapland longspur  Calcarius lapponicus 

Putyuun   Crab (undefined)  
Puviaqtuuq  Pectoral sandpiper Erolia melanotus 
Puviaqtuuyaaq  Baird’s sandpiper Erolia bairdii 
Qaibulik 
(Qaibutlik) 

Natchiq  Ringed seal  Phoca hispida 

Qaiffiq  Green winged teal Anas carolinensis 
Qaksrauq Quqsruaq Red throated loon Gavia stellata 
Qalupiat   Whitefish Coregonidae 
Qasigiaq  Spotted seal Phoca largha 
Qavaasuk  Spectacled eider Somateria fischeri 
Qianarutuuq Qiaranatuuq Golden-crowned 

sparrow  
Zenotrichia atricapilla 

Qixafmiutauraq  Collared lemming Dicrostonyx 
rubricatus 

Qixbiq Qilgiq Rough-legged hawk Buteo lagopus 
Quabaq   Sourdock Rumex arcticus 
Qugruk  Tundra swan Cygnus columbianus 
Qunfiq   Reindeer Rangifer tarandus 
Qunmun asriaq  Bog cranberry Vaccinium oxycoccus 
Qusrhaaq 
(qujhaaq) 

Tibiganniaq Arctic fox  Alopex lagopus 



Sabvaq tifmiaq  Harlequin Duck Histrionicus 
histrionicus 

Saqsakik Saqsakiq Redpolls Carduelis species 
Saraigruaq   Tall wormwood Artemisia tilessii 
Siituvak Siutuvak Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 
Siiyukpaligauraq  Dunlin, red-backed 

sandpiper  
Erolia alpina pacifica 

Sisuaq Kilalugak Beluga whale Delphinapterus leucas 
Subaq Asriavik Blueberry Vaccinium uliginosum 
Suluppaugaq  Arctic grayling Thymallus arcticus 
Taatchifiq Taatchiniq Common loon Gavia immer 
Tattrigak Tatirgaq Sandhill crane Grus canadensis 
Tifmiam qipmia  Lesser yellowlegs Totanus flavipes 
Tiniikaq  Moose Alces alces 
Tittaaliq   Burbot Lota lota 
Tullik  Golden plover Pluvialis dominica  
Tullikpak  Black-bellied plover Pluvialis squatarola 
Tulugaq  Common raven  Corvus corax 
Turraaturaq  Pacific godwit, 

bartailed godwit 
Limosa lapponica 

Tuttu  Caribou Rangifer arcticus 
Tuutlik  Yellow billed loon Gavia adamsii 
Ugiihiq  American widgeon Mareca americanas 
Ugruk Oogruk Bearded seal Erignathus barbatus 
Ukpik  Snowy owl Nyctea scandiaca 
Uqpik  Willow (river) Salix alexensis 
Uqsruqtuuq   Pacific herring Clupea pallasi 
Uugaq   Arctic cod (Tomcod) Boreogadus saida  
Uugaq   Saffron cod (Tomcod) Eleginus gracilis 
Paisugruk   Red breasted 

merganser  
Mergas serrator 
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